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NEW LIBRARY TO INCLUDE CITY’S PAST,  
PRESENT AND FUTURE 

 
MAYOR ANNOUCES FIRST STEPS TOWARD CONSTRUCTION 

 
 

Norfolk, VA (January 19, 2010). Mayor Paul Fraim announced today that a nationally 

recognized New Haven, Connecticut architectural firm has been selected to lead the creative team 

that will design the new main library in downtown Norfolk. 

Fraim said Newman Architects was selected following a 6-month search which began 

when 20 companies responded to the city’s request for proposals. 

“During almost 50 years, Newman Architects has established an enviable reputation for 

the design of new buildings and the restoration and renovation of existing buildings,” Mayor 

Fraim said.  “The founder of the firm, Herbert Newman, is the recipient of numerous awards, 

including the prestigious Thomas Jefferson Award for Public Architecture.” 

Fraim said the firm’s extensive experience in historic preservation was a critical factor in 

its selection.  The Seaboard Building, which was built in 1900, will serve as the centerpiece of the 

new library.  The building is currently serving as the interim main library.   

“The city is convinced that Newman Architects can develop a plan to combine the 

historic integrity of the Seaboard Building with a seamless expansion creating a state of the art, 

highly efficient library complex.” Fraim said. 

 The $20 million dollar gift from Frank Batten Sr., announced in 2008, allowed the city to 

accelerate the planning and construction of the downtown library by at least 10 years, Fraim said. 

“Mr. Batten was a man of extraordinary generosity who believed that investing in the 

lives of people represented a meaningful investment in the future well being of our communities,” 

Fraim said.  “This commitment was the cornerstone of Mr. Batten’s remarkable life and the 

guiding principal of his philanthropic endeavors.” 

 

 



 In keeping with Mr. Batten’s wishes, Fraim said the library will be named in honor of 

Colonel Samuel L. Slover, a former Norfolk Mayor and the founder of Landmark 

Communications who raised Mr. Batten after the death of his father. 

“Mr. Batten also challenged the city to use his gift to build the most technologically 

advanced library in the state,’’ Fraim said.  “I can assure you that meeting Mr. Batten’s challenge 

is our number one priority.” 

 Fraim also announced that Providence Associates, a library consulting firm, has been 

chosen to help develop the program and building plan for the Slover Main Library. 

Construction of the library could begin as early as 2011, Mayor Fraim said. 

“The combination of the restoration of the Seaboard Building and the construction of the 

new structure will create a national model for blending an historic building with the most up-to-

date library technology giving Norfolk citizens the latest in technology while preserving precious 

memories of the past,” Fraim said. 

The 108,000 square foot Slover Main Library will consist of the interim Norfolk Main 

Library (Seaboard Building), located at 235 E. Plume Street and the new structure.  The new 

building will be constructed next to the Seaboard Building on the site of the HIPAGE building, 

which will be demolished at a later date. 

  The Seaboard Building will also undergo a complete renovation of its interior and 

infrastructure. In addition to the Slover Main Library, a 30,000 square foot Library Service 

Center will be off-site and house the Library’s administrative offices and support services. By 

combining the square footage of Slover Main Library with the Service Center, the total space 

increases to 138,000 square feet. This compares well to the 77,000 square feet of space that was 

in the former Kirn Memorial Library.  That building was demolished last year to clear the way for 

the construction of the main Light Rail Passenger station. 

For more information, please call Norman Maas, Library Director at 441-5910 or 647-

3035. 

### 
 
About Norfolk Public Library:  
The Norfolk Public Library offers access to information, books, programs, and online resources to meet the 
needs of our diverse community for life-long learning. The library system consists of one main library, ten 
branch libraries, one anchor branch library, and a Bookmobile. All programs are FREE of charge. Visit 
www.npl.lib.va.us or call us at (757) 664-READ for more information. NPL- Creating a City of Readers. 
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The Colonel Samuel L. Slover Memorial Library To Be Expanded 

Generous Gift to make Community’s Vision a Reality 
 
Norfolk VA - The City of Norfolk announced today that the results of the 
community outreach and input are in for the new Colonel Samuel L. Slover 
Memorial Library and call for an expansion of the previously contemplated plan. 
 
The expansion calls for a 30% increase in size but only 20% increase in cost 
which is estimated to total $60 million for the total project. The additional square 
footage will be accomplished by increasing the size of the project to include 
space in the Selden Arcade and adding floors to the addition to provide amenities 
such as; a rooftop terrace, a “forum” where people can gather and events can be 
held, a community engagement meeting room, and a glass “showcase” feature 
which will be flooded with natural light.  The project’s contemporary forum will link 
two historic treasures, the Seaboard Building to the East and the Selden Arcade 
to the West.  
 
The Slover Library Steering Committee has provided leadership and guidance as 
the library’s planning and design phases have been completed.  As chairman of 
the Slover Library Steering Committee, Mrs. Jane P. Batten has played an 
integral role throughout these processes.  Her strong leadership and commitment 
to the project has acted to assure a high level of engagement and creativity 
among all the partners involved.   
 
“It is my pleasure to announce that in response to the outpouring of community 
support and the vision that is being created in adherence to Mr. Batten’s wishes, 
Mrs. Batten has generously increased the Batten gift by an additional $20 million, 
in the form of a “challenge grant”, meaning the Batten Foundation gift can reach 
a total of $40 million, making the expansion a reality,” stated Mayor Fraim.   
 
Under the terms of this Challenge Grant, the Batten Foundation’s full match will 
be achieved, provided that a minimum of $4 million of additional contributions 
and pledges are realized from private entities or individuals to the Slover Library 
Foundation.  Mayor Fraim said, “Given the very generous terms of this challenge, 
we are confident that the Foundation will not only meet, but exceed this 
requirement.”  
 
Mayor Fraim went on to say, “This will be a most treasured destination where 
everyone is welcomed and all are served.  As a result of Mr. and Mrs. Batten’s 
shared vision all of the citizens of the City of Norfolk, indeed all of the residents of 
the Hampton Roads region, will have a brighter future.” 
 



A fundraising committee is now in the process of being formed to facilitate 
contributions to the Slover Library.  Signature Financial Management is receiving 
gifts on behalf of the Slover Library Foundation. 
 
In 2008, the City of Norfolk announced a gift from Mr. Batten which allowed the 
Slover Library to come into being by placing the city in the position to advance a 
new central library by more than a decade.  At that time, the Mayor stated that he 
and many in Norfolk agreed that the new library  to be the most important public 
facility we can provide for nurturing and stimulating learning and civic interaction 
on all levels. The city’s contribution was identified as $20 million. 
 
 

### 
 
Revised January 24, 2011 

 
About Colonel Samuel L. Slover 
 
It is the intention of the Batten Foundation for “the memory of Colonel Samuel L. Slover” be 
preserved perpetually in recognition of his contribution to development of the City of Norfolk.  
 
 
Colonel Slover was the uncle of Frank Batten Sr., and raised him from the age of one after his 
father died. Colonel Slover was the founder of Landmark Communications and a former Mayor of 
Norfolk. Colonel Slover loved Norfolk, and he believed that an informed citizenry is one of the 
most important keys to its success. In 1954 at the age of 27, Batten assumed the leadership of 
the Virginian Pilot and the Ledger Star. With strategic acquisitions and key investments, Batten 
developed Landmark Communications into one of the nation’s largest and most influential media 
companies. 
 
 
The community vision for the new library includes a top priority placed on learning for all ages, 
allowing programmable space for children, teens and families; a first-rate destination; innovation 
in enlivened areas and technological offerings and a center of the city’s history.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Norfolk library project gets $20 million 
challenge grant 
NORFOLK

Plans for a new downtown library have grown, and so has the financial commitment from its 
benefactors.

On Tuesday, Mayor Paul Fraim announced a $20 million "challenge grant" from the Batten 
Foundation to help cover costs and establish an endowment for the Slover Memorial Library.

The late Frank Batten Sr. - former chairman of Landmark Communications, predecessor to 
Landmark Media Enterprises, which publishes The Virginian-Pilot - and his wife, Jane Batten, 
donated $20 million in 2008. The new grant could make the total Batten donation $40 million.

The city has committed $20 million for the project, the cost of which has grown since it was 
announced in October 2008. The total price of the library is now estimated at nearly $63 million. It 
originally was pegged at about $50 million, though the city had said the cost could increase.

After receiving community feedback, the library design was modified to increase space by about 30 
percent, and that contributed to the cost increase, Fraim said.

Public suggestions included a large children's area, meeting rooms and gathering spaces for events, 
more computers, and better technology. The revised design also includes a rooftop terrace.

The planned size of the library has grown to 137,000 square feet from 108,000.

To receive the full $20 million grant from the Batten Foundation, at least $4 million must be raised 
from private entities, such as community groups, or individuals. The city cannot add money toward 
that requirement. Fraim said he is confident the community will meet, and even exceed, the 
amount.

Frank Batten Jr., who was present for the announcement, said his mother, Jane, who served on the 
library steering committee, wanted "to get others involved in giving to the library in addition to 
her."

The library complex will combine the Seaboard Building, a 19th-century location that served as 
Norfolk's City Hall and now as the city's Main Library, with a forum, similar to an atrium, and a six
-story building. The Seaboard Building will house the Sargeant Memorial Room collection of local 
and family history, books and computers. The forum, with glass ceilings and walls, will be used as 
a gathering and information space.

The forum represents " a portal and a gateway to learning," said Herbert Newman, founder and lead 
architect of Newman Architects, which developed the design.

2/8/2011http://hamptonroads.com/print/585870



Other technological amenities will include interactive touch-screen exhibits and an automated 
materials-handling system with a robotic machine to process and restock book returns. There also 
are plans to digitize records in the Sargeant Memorial Room collection.

Construction is to begin in November, with completion anticipated in late 2013.

Cherise M. Newsome, (757) 446-2794, cherise.newsome@pilotonline.com [1]

Source URL (retrieved on 02/08/2011 - 13:24): http://hamptonroads.com/2011/01/norfolk-library
-project-gets-20-million-challenge-grant 
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By Scott Harper
The Virginian-Pilot 

Just before leaving office, 
 then-Gov. Timothy M. Kaine 
signed off on new regulations 
intended to curb a major pol-
lutant in the Chesapeake Bay: 
stormwater. 

 Kaine issued a new s re-
lease for the occasion, de-
claring victory that Virgin-
ia finally had secured a path 
forward for reducing oil, fer-
tilizer, animal waste, silt and 
other contaminants that wash 
off development sites and city 
streets whenever it rains and 
foul the Bay.

But last week, a state panel 
voted to put those rules on hold, 
citing petitions from more than 
25 developers and builders con-
cerned about the timing and 
extent of the new stormwater 

PANEL PUTS HOLD 
ON NEW RULES 
FOR STORMWATER

See WATER, BACK PAGE
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By Harry Minium
The Virginian-Pilot

NORFOLK 

 A Connecticut  firm  will 
design the city’s $50 million 
Col.  Samuel L. Slover Library, 
Mayor Paul Fraim announced 
Tuesday  .

Newman Architects of New 
Haven, which specializes in 
designing new buildings that 
blend into historic areas, was 
 chosen from among more 

than 20 bidders.  
The Seaboard Building, 

where the city’s downtown li-
brary is temporarily housed, 
opened as  a federal building 
in 1900. It served as City Hall 
from 1938 to 1965. Newman 
Architects is tasked with de-
signing an adjacent structure 
to be connected to the Sea-
board Building by walkways 
enclosed in a glass atrium. To-
gether, the two buildings will 
comprise the 108,000-square-
foot Slover Library, scheduled 
to open in 2013.

City officials say it will 
be one of the world’s most 

City’s new library to be 
designed with scenery 
and open space in mind

�

“Our 
thought is 
to create a 
seamless 
connection 
between 
the two 

buildings.”

Herbert 
Newman, 
founder of 
Newman 
Architects

A structure will be 
built to complement 
the current facility

Newman Architects, an award-
winning firm from New Haven, 
Conn., specializes in designing 
new buildings that blend 
into historic areas. It  will 
design a structure adjacent 
to the Seaboard Building, the 
temporary home of the city’s 
downtown library.  

Preliminary renderings show 
open walkways between the 
two buildings. The top floor on 
the library addition would offer 
views of downtown and the 
Norfolk harbor.

See NORFOLK, PAGE 3

Norfolk COUPLE FROM 
ENGLAND KILLED 
BY CAR CRASH 
IN VA. BEACH 

By Patrick Wilson  
and Jen McCaffery
The Virginian-Pilot 

VIRGINIA BEACH

A married couple from Eng-
land visiting family in Virginia 
Beach were killed Tuesday af-
ter a suspected drunken driv-
er lost control and crashed 
into their car on Princess 
Anne Road .

 Anthony Eden Tonking, 
74, and Mary Jean Tonking, 
72, were driving home from 
spending time at a park in 
Pungo about 2:30 p.m. when 
the crash happened.

Mary Jean Tonking was pro-
nounced dead at the scene.  An-
thony Tonking, who was driv-
ing a Ford Contour, died at a 
hospital.

Their vehicle was hit by a 
1996 BMW in the 1900 block of 

See CRASH, BACK PAGE

charged
Driver Christopher Dockiewicz, 
44, was “traveling in excess of 
the speed limit,” but an estimated 
speed was not available, Virginia 
Beach police spokesman Adam 
Bernstein said. He was charged 
with DUI and two counts of 
aggravated manslaughter.

By Lauren Roth
The Virginian-Pilot

VIRGINIA BEACH

The School Board voted 
Tuesday to change the school 
system’s grading scale to one 
based on 10 -point intervals.   

The scale, which goes into ef-
fect  in the fall, will significant-
ly change the A range, allow-
ing students to earn an A with 
90 instead of 94. It also chang-
es the lowest passing grade to 
64 from 70 . 

The board voted 6-3 to ap-
prove the plan, which employs 
the same scale used by public 
schools in Fairfax County, the 
largest system in Virginia. Rita 
Sweet Bellitto, Patrick Salyer 
and Bill Brunke voted against 
it. New board member Scott 
Seery abstained, and Todd 
Davidson was caring for sick 
family members.

“I don’t see how we can not 
change our grading scale,” 
Board Member Brent Mcken-
zie said in a workshop before 

Beach adopts modified scale

See GRADES, PAGE 3

In fall, an A will 
be 90 and up; 
failing grades 
will be below 64

what’s the difference?
The new scale change essentially makes a letter-grade 
range larger, but with more gradation between them 
to better reflect actual assignment and test scores in 
student GPAs. In the old scale, the difference between 
a 4.0 and 3.0 could be a single point on a test.

the old grading scale

94-100 86-93 78-85 70-77 Below 70

4.0
3.0

2.0 1.0

0.0

likely no retroactive changes
Two parents who began the effort to change 
the Beach grading scale about a year ago said 
they want the changes to be retroactive. The 
board does not plan to do that and says it 
would not be technically possible. 

the new one

93-100 67-69 Below 6490-92 87-89 83-86 80-82

4.0
3.0

2.0 1.0 0.0

77-79 73-76 70-72 67-69 64-66

3.7
3.3 2.3 1.7 1.32.7

cities&schools

High court won’t hear appeal over  
Beach noise ordinance.  PAGE 3  

convicted

Man enters Alford 
plea in 2007 slaying 
of an Ocean View 
man and is set to be 
sentenced in March .

PAGE 5

Life insurance created specifically for you without military
service limitations, without hassles, without added cost.
Covering you when and where you need it most.

Find out how to protect your family—Call 800-628-6011 or 
visit navymutual.org.

At home and abroad, insuring Military
Members and their families for 130 years.

Henderson Hall  |  29 Carpenter Road  |  Arlington, VA 22212
800-628-6011 | www.navymutual.org
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By Deirdre Fernandes
The Virginian-Pilot

VIRGINIA BEACH

The U.S. Supreme Court on Tuesday dashed 
the city’s hopes of keeping its long-standing, 
 legally challenged noise ordinance.  

 The country’s highest court decided not 
to hear the city’s appeal of a Virginia Su-
preme Court decision that found the city’s 
noise law was too vague, relied too heavily 
on a police officer’s opinion and was uncon-
stitutional. 

The state Supreme Court decision forced 
Virginia Beach and other Virginia commu-
nities to revise their noise laws.

“We always knew it would be an uphill 
battle,” said Chris Boynton, a city attorney. 
“We’re disappointed that they didn’t hear 
the case.” 

The Beach’s City Council adopted a new 
noise ordinance last spring that specified 
decibel levels and distances at which police 
officers could determine that a sound was 
too loud. T he city kept the old law on the 
books while it appealed the state Supreme 
Court decision.

The Beach will strike down the old law at 
some point, Boynton said.

That can’t happen too soon, said Kevin 
Martingayle, the attorney who represented 
an Oceanfront club that successfully chal-
lenged the city’s noise ordinance.

“This appears to be the end of the line,” 
Martingayle said. He said he thought the 
city’s appeal was a wasted effort.

The lower court’s ruling on the noise or-
dinance was unanimous.

Virginia Beach spent $8,538 to appeal the 
decision to the U.S. Supreme Court. Most of 
the costs were in printing and paid for a le-
gal expert to review the city’s filing, Boyn-
ton said. 

“The amount was justified in light of the 
principle involved,” Boynton said.

Deirdre Fernandes, (757) 222-5121, 
deirdre.fernandes@pilotonline.com

U.S. HIGH COURT WON’T
HEAR CITY’S APPEAL 
ON BEACH NOISE LAW

 By Aaron Applegate
The Virginian-Pilot

VIRGINIA BEACH

The crowded field of res-
idents hoping to fill for-
mer Councilman Ron Villa-
nueva’s term will get their 
chance to impress at a pub-
lic interview before the City 
Council in two weeks. 

If the Council can agree 
on one of the 16 applicants, 
that person could be appoint-
ed after the Feb. 2 meeting, 
Mayor Will Sessoms said. If 
not, the selection could take 
another two weeks.

Villanueva’s seat is open 
for a City Council appoint-
ment because he was elect-
ed in November as a Gener-
al Assembly delegate. The 
term expires at the end of 
this year, which means the 
seat will be  up for election 
in November.

Each candidate will be giv-
en five  minutes to talk about 
himself or herself and then 
will face up to 10 minutes of 
questions. The meeting will 
be televised.

“We need to see how these 
people react to being in pub-
lic because we’re all in the 
public eye,” Councilman Jim 
Wood said .  

The people vying for the 
seat are:  Rita Sweet Bellit-
to, a School Board member; 
 Vivian E. Blaize, an events 
planner;  Howard T. Carr, a 
retired police captain;  Chris 
Hooper, a dentist;  Andrew 
Jackson, a retired Navy ra-
dioman;  Ben A. Krause, a 
retired U.S. Navy Supply 
Corps officer;  Reba McCla-
nan, a former City Council-
woman;  Antwan Perry, a 
college student;  David Red-
mond, a commercial sales 
and leasing agent;  Sam 
Reid, president of the Vir-
ginia Beach Council of Civ-
ic Organizations;  Ralph H. 
Ricardo, a retired Navy cap-
tain;  Prescott Sherrod, pres-
ident of an engineering and 
management company;  Todd  
Solomon, a non profit center 
program director;  Robert  M.  
Thornton, senior vice presi-
dent of a commercial real es-
tate firm;  David  G. Tisza, a 
lumber company manager; 
 and Alfred A. Wallace III, a 
defense contractor. 

The City 

Council seat 

held by Ron 

Villanueva is 

open because 

he was 

elected to 

the General 

Assembly.  

The seat will 

be up for 

election in 

November.

INTERVIEWS ARE SET FOR 
OPEN BEACH COUNCIL SEAT

 By Harry Minium
The Virginian-Pilot 

NORFOLK 

 City Councilman W. Randy Wright, 
who pioneered light rail, led efforts 
to cut real estate taxes and has led re-
development in Ocean View for near-
ly two decades, announced Tuesday 
night that he’s running for re-elec-
tion in Ward 5.

Wright made the announcement at 
the Roosevelt Area Civic League, a 
group he headed 31 years ago. About 
75 spectators, including Mayor Paul 
Fraim and Vice Mayor Anthony L. 
Burfoot, gave him a standing ova-
tion after his announcement.

Wright played a central role in 
helping engineer the recent resig-
nation of Michael Townes as head 
of Hampton Roads Transit because 
of light-rail cost overruns. 

Wright   was elected to the coun-
cil in 1992.

His only announced opponent, 
Granby High School assistant prin-
cipal Tommy Smigiel, said Wright 

has not addressed flooding problems 
in Ocean View and failed to listen to 
residents. In a campaign announce-
ment last year, Smigiel took a hard 
swipe at Wright.

“I believe it is time that Ocean 
View was represented by someone … 
that spends his time improving their 
neighborhoods and lives while pro-
tecting their pocketbooks, not sell-
ing them out to absentee slumlords 
and letting gangs and prostitutes run 
their communities.”

 “I was offended” by Smigiel’s 
statement, Wright said Tuesday 
night. “Together, we’ve done a lot for 
this community,” he said listing  im-
provements, including the develop-
ment of East Beach, dredging  Pretty 
Lake and closing  pawn shops.

He noted that Smigiel did not men-
tion several neighborhoods along 
Little Creek Road, including Roos-
evelt Gardens, in his campaign an-
nouncement.

 Holding up a copy of his 2009 
calendar, Wright said he held 319 
meetings regarding city business 
between 8:30 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. As 
an assistant principal, Smigiel would 
not be available during those hours, 
Wright said.

“I’m very concerned about my con-
stituency getting the representation 

they’ve had for so long.”
Smigiel said that  standard also 

would  disqualify  Burfoot, who 
works in the treasurer’s office; 
Councilwoman Theresa Whibley, 
a full-time physician; and Fraim, 
an attorney.

“Everyone has a right to run for 
City Council if they want to give back 
to their community,” Smigiel  said.

Smigiel has been campaigning 
for nearly four months. Wright has 
not. He applied to head the state’s 
rail agency and learned last week 
that the job had instead gone to for-
mer Congresswoman Thelma Drake. 
Wright said he decided to run over 
the weekend.

Wright said with Councilman Don 
Williams retiring, he was concerned 
about Ocean View losing influence 
on the council. “With the city fac-
ing its most challenging budget in 
my lifetime, this is a critical time,” 
he said.  

Both Wright and Smigiel are Nor-
view High School graduates. Smigiel, 
a graduate of Old Dominion Univer-
sity, was the 2008 Virginia Teacher 
of the Year, and a finalist for Nation-
al Teacher of the Year.

Harry Minium, (757) 446-2371, 
harry.minium@pilotonline.com

Wright to face challenge 
from an educator who 
announced months ago

W. Randy 

Wright, top, 

was first elec-

ted in Norfolk 

in ’92. Tommy 

Smigiel, 

above, is 

Granby High’s 

assistant 

principal. 

Longtime Ward 5 councilman to run

technologically advanced libraries.
Preliminary renderings were released 

by Newman on Monday showing open walk-
ways between the two buildings. The top 
floor on the library addition would offer 
 views of downtown and the  harbor.

“Our thought is to create a seamless con-
nection between the two buildings,” said 
Herbert Newman, who founded Newman 
Architects nearly five decades ago. The de-
sign will be “transparent and open to light, 
with large open spaces and porches.”   

“A lot of wonderful architectural firms 
were interviewed, and I think we’ve come 
up with the absolutely ideal person and 
group to deal with this,”   said Jane Bat-
ten, a member of the Slover Library advi-
sory committee .

 Jane Batten is the widow  of Frank Bat-
ten Sr., the former publisher of The Vir-
ginian-Pilot and retired chairman of its 
parent company, now known as Landmark 
Media Enterprises LLC. 

Frank Batten donated $20 million to the 
city to build the library  and  asked that the 
library be named for Slover, a  Norfolk may-
or who founded Landmark Communica-
tions and raised Batten. 

“It honors the person who was the most 
important influence in my father’s life,” 
said Frank Batten Jr., CEO of Landmark 
Media Enterprises.

Jane Batten said she and the rest of com-
mittee members will play active roles in 
the 18-month design process, including sit-
ting in with focus groups that will provide 
feedback  about what amenities  should be 
in the new library. 

Harry Minium, (757) 446-2371, 
harry.minium@pilotonline.com

NEWMAN ARCHITECTS OF NEW HAVEN, CONN. 

Continued from Page 1 

NORFOLK | Library 
is scheduled to 
open in 2013

At left is a 

rendering 

of the $50 

million Col. 

Samuel L. 

Slover Library 

in downtown 

Norfolk. City 

officials say 

the 108,000-

square-foot 

facility will 

be one of the 

world’s most 

technologi-

cally 

advanced 

libraries 

when 

completed. 
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G R A D E S

PARENTS SPOKE OUT 
FOR CHANGING SCALE
the vote. “It is clearly harming our 
students.” 

Parents said the city’s current 
 scale puts students at a disadvan-
tage against Northern Virginia stu-
dents in college admissions, as well 
as hurting scholarship chances and 
affecting car insurance discounts. 

Over the past few months, the 
school division surveyed staff, ad-
ministrators and parents and held 
a public hearing . 

The board received nearly 6,800 
comments, with a large majority 
favoring some version of a 10 -point 
scale over a compromise that would 
have kept current grade ranges but 
added a B+, C+ and D+. 

Bellitto said she couldn’t support a 
scale that lowered the bottom grade . 
Board member Sandra Smith-Jones 
said she would have liked to see an 

A+ grade, but voted for the plan be-
cause it could give hope to students 
who are struggling to pass. 

Dakota Clifford, a 16-year-old 
sophomore at Frank W. Cox High, 
told the board he helped collect 
more than 700 signatures at his 
school from students who support 
a 10 -point scale.

As a military child, he said the 
scale in Virginia Beach “throws an-
other curveball” at students “who al-
ready adjust to too much.”

Laura Aquilino and Melissa Mill-
er, two parents who began the effort 
to change the Beach grading scale 
about a year ago, said they want  the 
changes to be retroactive. 

The board does not plan to do 
that, and Superintendent Jim Mer-
rill said it would not be technically 
possible. 

None of the other divisions in 
South Hampton Roads have changed 

their scales. The Beach board last 
changed the  scale in 1986, respond-
ing to  complaints of excessive strin-
gency. 

The board then changed an A from 
grades of 95 to 100 to 94 to 100. The 
lowest passing grade moved from 
74 to 70.

Board member Dan Edwards said 
the  change would not lower stan-
dards, but would  allow teachers to 
better differentiate with the addition 
of plus and minus grades.

In an earlier workshop, when sev-
eral board members seemed inclined 
to delay a decision for another year, 
Edwards urged them to act. Liken-
ing the grading issue to a neighbor-
hood nuisance, he said:

“I want this puppy to leave my 
yard.”

Lauren Roth, (757) 222-5133, 
lauren.roth@pilotonline.com

Continued from Page 1 what 
they said
The board 
received 
nearly 6,800 
comments, 
with a large 
majority 
favoring some 
version of 
a 10-point 
scale over a 
compromise 
that would 
have kept 
current grade 
ranges but 
added a B+, 
C+ and D+. 

THE VIRGINIAN-PILOT

Virginia Beach School Board members have been discussing their division’s grading scale 
after 1,700 people signed a petition asking for a switch to a scale with 10 points per letter 
grade. Instead, they approved a modified 10-point scale.

SOURCE: Virginia Beach City Public Schools

GRADING SCALES

SCHOOL
DIVISION

Chesapeake

Norfolk

Portsmouth

Suffolk

Virginia Beach

/
94-100

93-100

94-100

94-100

94-100

86-93

86-92

84-93

86-93

86-93

78-85

77-85

74-83

78-85

78-85

70-77

70-76

68-73

70-77

70-77

Below 70

Below 70

Below 68

Below 70

Below 70

A B C D E F

Local grading scales for the current school year

SCORE

93 to 100

90 to 92

87 to 89

83 to 86

80 to 82

77 to 79

73 to 76

70 to 72

67 to 69

64 to 66

63 and below

LETTER
GRADE

A

A-

B+

B

B-

C+

C

C-

D+

D

F

GPA
FACTOR

4.0

3.7

3.3

3.0

2.7

2.3

2.0

1.7

1.3

1.0

0.0

Approved scale for

Virginia Beach schools
MODIFIED
10-POINT
SCALE



Slover Memorial Library Image courtesy of Newman Architects, LLC



Slover Memorial Library Image courtesy of Urban Design Associates



Slover Memorial Library Image courtesy of Urban Design Associates



Slover Memorial Library Image courtesy of Urban Design AssociatesSlover Memorial Library



Image courtesy of Urban Design AssociatesSlover Memorial Library



Slover Memorial Library Image courtesy of Newman Architects, LLCSlover Memorial LibrarySlover Memorial Library Image courtesy of Newman Architects, LLC



Slover Memorial Library Image courtesy of Newman Architects, LLCImage courtesy of Newman Architects, LLCSlover Memorial Library



Slover Memorial Library Image courtesy of Newman Architects, LLCSlover Memorial Library



Slover Memorial Library Image courtesy of Newman Architects, LLC



Slover Memorial Library Image courtesy of Newman Architects, LLC



Slover Memorial Library Image courtesy of Newman Architects, LLCImage courtesy of Newman Architects, LLC



Slover Memorial Library Image courtesy of Newman Architects, LLCImage courtesy of Newman Architects, LLC



Slover Memorial Library Image courtesy of Newman Architects, LLCImage courtesy of Newman Architects, LLC



Slover Memorial Library Image courtesy of Newman Architects, LLCImage courtesy of Newman Architects, LLC



Slover Memorial Library Image courtesy of Newman Architects, LLC



Courtesy Newman Architects, LLC © 2010

Model rendering of the proposed Samuel L. Slover Library in downtown Norfolk, Virginia (newmanarchitects.com) 
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Conceptual rendering of the proposed Samuel L. Slover Library in downtown Norfolk, Virginia (newmanarchitects.com) 
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